CHAPTER XI

THE UNITED JERSEYS

THE Quaker colonists grouped round Burlington
and Salem, on the Delaware, and the Scotch
Covenanters and New England colonists grouped
around Perth Amboy and Newark, near the mouth
of the Hudson, made up the two Jerseys. Neither
colony had a numerous population, and the stretch
of country lying between them was during most of
the colonial period a wilderness. It is now crossed
by the railway from Trenton to New York. It has
always been a line of travel from the Delaware to
the Hudson. At first there was only an Indian
trail across it, but after 1695 there was a road, and
after 1738 a stage route.

In 1702, while still separated by this wilderness,
the two Jerseys were united politically by the pro-
prietors voluntarily surrendering all their political
rights to the Crown. The political distinction
between East Jersey and West Jersey was thus
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